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belief of the Goſpel ; and that thoſe previous Principles of 
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JAMES IL xxi. The latter part of the Verſe. 


And recerve with meekneſs, the engraf- 
ted word, which is able to ſave your 
Souls. 
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'T isa Matter worthy our Obſervation, that when the 
' fullneſs of time was come ; that God ſent his Son in- 
to the world to reform Mankind ; it ſeemed good- 
to Divine Wiſdom to, make way for his appear- 
ance, not only by Types and Figuresand Prophetical 
Predi&ions, but allo by the propagation of ſuch previous 
notions, that very much forwarded and diſpoſed Men for 
the Reception'of his Goſpel : For as our Bleſſed Lord had 


| his Meſſengers and Forerunners to prepare his way, ſolike- 
wiſe thoſe new Truths he declared to the World, had their 


Harbingers to gain amore eafie admuttante in the Minds of 
Men. | 


To' this purpoſe St. Pau! tells us, Rom. 1. 17. that the 
righteouſneſs of God is revealed from faith to faith; which ſeems 
to imply, that'the belief of the One God, of his Veracity, 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs did very much tend to the 


God 
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God Almighity's being the Creator, Preferver, and Gover- 
nour of rhe Univerſe, being joyned to thoſe natural impreſ-- 
ſions of Conſcience, as that Man is a Being capable of re- 
ward and puniſhment, and the like, are of great moment 
in the caſe before us, and ought-to be eſteemed great pre-- 
paratives to encline Men to receive the laft and moſt per-- 
fect will of God, as delivered by his Son. 


For this reaſon it ſeem*d good to the. Wiſdom and Pro- 
yidence of God fo to order humane affairs, that- thoſe very 
puniſhments that were inflicted on ,theJews tor their ſins, were. 
inſtrumental to promote. this end, and the difperſion of 
this People among foreign Natians, did nat a little tend to 
propagate the knowledge of the true God amongit thoſe. 
with whom they convers'd. Thus by the Captivity of 
Judah God made himſelf known over: the Babylozian and 
Perſiau Monarchy ; For by the Decree of Dar izs, it was 
ordain'd that in every dominion of his Kynzgdom, Mem fear and. 
tremble before the God of "Daniel ; for he is the living God,. 
and ſleafaſt for ever, and bis Kingdom that which ſhall not be 
deſtroyed : Dan. 6. 25, 26. And that.the knowledge of the. 
One God might be preſerved amongſt theſe foreiga Nations, . 
where they Tra d, Divine Providence ſoordered it, that. 
when all the Jews had liberty to return to their owa Coun-- 
try, great numbers ſtaid behind in Babylon, where, as may 
well be preſum?d, they freely exercis'd their Religion, and 
made many Converts to the belief of the One God. In 
like manner by the ſame methods of Providence, when 
the Greciaz Empire had ſwallowed up the Perſian, as the 
Roman afterwards did that, the. ſeveral inſuks that each 
made upon the Jewiſh Nation ſ{erv'd to encreaſe and ſpread” 
abroad the knowledge of the One God, and thereby pre- * 
par*d the way for the Kingdom .of the Mef/as ; that King- 
dom which the Prophet Dazzel tells us the God of Heaven 
would ſet up, whrch (hould never be deſtroyed, Here therefore 
os it 
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if we deſcend to the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's Kingdom, 


and conſider the accounts given us by the Holy Writers of 


the firſt Age of the Goſpel, we ſhall find two forts - of per- 
ſons thus qualified and prepared for it, vzz. Jews and Pro- 
ſelites: the latter of which were ſuch who either by Cir- 


. cumciſion undertook the obſervation of the Moſaica! Law, 


or at leaſt fuch as renounc'd all the Heathen Idolatries, and 
worſhiped no other God but the God of 1rae/. The num- 


. ber of theſe laſt, we are told by our learned Divines, was 


much greater than that of circumcis'd Profelites: and accor- 
ding to Mr. eas, there is frequent mention made of them 
in Scripture, uader the name of Worſhipping Greeks, and 
Devour Men, and ſuch as fear'd God. When St. Paw! 
peacl'd at Theſſalonica, it is faid there conſorted with Paul 
and Silas of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not few, Alts 17. 4. The name of Greeks proyes 
them to be Gentiles, not Fews ; and that they were 0:8, 
devout or worſhiping Greeks, proves that they were the 
worſhipers of the God of Trae : who by frequenting the 


Jewiſh Synagogue ſhewed that they were no Idolaters,iceing 


no Gentiles reſorted thither, but thoſe who worſhiped the 
God of 1/rael. Of this number was Lyaie, Cornelius, and 
others mentiond 1n the Ads, who being worſhipers of the 
Ttrue God,and inſtructed in the Law and the Prophets, were 


_ thus fitted and prepared to receive the Goſpel, when ir 


was preached to them. Of this number, it 15 probable, 
were molt of thoſe, whom on the day of Pertecoft, reſor- 
ted to Hieruſalem from many quarters of the world ; who 
being ready diſpos'd, and prepar'd to receive the Doctrine 
of Eternal Life, are ſaid to be T:rſwiyer, 4 e. according to 
Mr. Mead, they were rather qualifted, than ordained to re- 
ceive it, For by believing in One God, and acknowledging 
his Infinite PerteQions, they had all the preparations the 
Jews had for Chriſtianity without their prejudices ; and ha- 
ving neither a fondneſs for their -———_— Worſhip, nor 
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for the temporal Kingdom of the Meſ/ias, are ſaid to be- 
glad, and to glorifie the Word of the Lord, when they 


heard the. glad tydings of Salvation preach'd to*em. 


From what I have hicherto ſaid, we may perceive, that 
Divine Wiſdom did not think fit to make a tull diſcovery of 
his Will, till Men were in ſome meaſure prepared with pre-- 
vious Notions to give it a due reception ; and our Lord's 
Goſpel being gradually uſher'd in, was not like a Torrent de-- 
ſign by irreſiſtible Force to bear down all things-before it, 
but to make- its way by more eatie methods, from ſome 
things taken for granted, to enforce the neceſſity of belie- 
ving others ; or now, to uſe the Apoſtles terms, the Divine 
Word was not to be engrafted upon Nature, till it was pre-- 

red for it by antecedent principles, ſuitable to render it 
effeCtual for thoſe goodends and purpoſes tor which it was 
intended. 


Thus much may ſuffice to be ſaid in relation to the firſt 
Converts to Chriſtianity, who indeed 'upon ſome accounts . 
ought to be diſtinguiſh'd from their Succefſors, in as much 
25 theſe being admitted into the Goſpel Covenant by In-- 
tant Baptiſm, are uſually at the ſame time grounded in na-- 
tural and revealed principles : However, in the regular-or-- 
der of things, the one ſort ought to preceed the other, yet 
cuſtom may convince us that the rudiments of Morality 
and Faith are inftilPd at the ſame time ; and this we may juſt- 
ly account a very great advantage, whenſoever this is done 
in a due manner; yet we mult ſay that when this is done- 
as it ought to be, and tender years are- fed with the milk 
of God's word, and taught firſt that: God is, and then 
that he isa rewarder of. thoſe that diligently ſeek him ; yet 
the corruption 'of Nature and Manners 1s ſuch, that after a 
good Education,there 1s need ofa conftant care and concern to 
preſerve as well as improve the. Principles of revealed Religi- 
on : . 
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on : and our own endeavours under the influence of Gog?s © 


Grace are very requiſite, to call in all the aids and afſitan- 
ces from Morality to prepare us for the Grace of the Goſpel. 
In ſhort, we ought to uſe all the helps that are afforded us 


to gain ſuch good diſpoſitions of mind, that may qualifie- 
us tor a due reception of God's: word... We mult receive 


with meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is able to ſave 


oar Souls ; Tn which. Exhortation we have three things 


conſiderable. 


1. The: Objet which the Apoſtle terms - the ingrafted 
Word. 


2. The Property aſcribed to it, that it is able to ſave our- 


Souls. 


2. The Qualification how it mult be received, viz, with 
meeknels. 


By the-ingrafred Word, we are to-underſtand the Goſ- 


pel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, which began to be engratted. 


or planted in the hearts of Men, when our Lord and his 
Apoſtles entered on the Miniſtery : it is tometimes called the 
Grace of God, bringing Salvation; the Wiſdom of God in- 
a Myſtery ; the Goſpel of the Glory of Chriſt ; the word. 
of Reconciliation, which with many more appellations de-: 
note the excellencies of this laſt, and perfect revelation of- 
God's Will delivered to the Sons of Men. -- Our Apoſtle 1n. 
the 18, v. of this chap, calls it the word of Truth, when he: 
fays, of his own will begat he us, with the word of truth, that- 
we ſhoald be a kind of firſt fruits of his Creatures. 
F 


And under this acceptation, I ſhall at preſent-confider it as- 
God's truth delivered by liis Apoſtles, 


in: 
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In treating of which it may be needful to premiſe, that as 
Men were tobe inſtructed in the Principles of the Chriſti. 
an Religion, it pleaſed Divine Wiſdom to fanctifie and ſer 
apart an Order of Men, who were to be Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the manifoid Myſteries of God, 
who being called by,himto this Miniſtery, were to imploy 
their Time and Talents, and their ſeveral Gifts and Graces 
tor the good of Souls, for the edifying of the Church of 
Chriſt, which is his Body : Ir order then, to diſcharge this 
oreat truſt committed to *em, there were many difficulties 
ro be encountered, many hardſhips to be grapled with : 
His Servants ſent out to preach his truth, were not only to 
wreſtle with fleſh and blood, but againſt Principalities and 
Powers ; not only to deny themſelves the pleaſures and en- 
joyments of this life, but to raiſe their. batteries againſt ſpt- 
ritual wickedneſs in high places, againſt Superſtition and 
Idolatry , againit the {inful luſts of the fleſh, and the uſur- 
ped Empire of Satan, who by a long preſcription claim'd 
x fort of right to command and govern the wills and minds 
of Men. 

HS 

And who were {ufficient for theſe great undertakings, 
and by what means were theſe difficulties to be affoild ? 
viz. by the labour of plain illiterate Men, atteſting ſome 
few plain matters of Fatt, and that without any preſent ad- 
vantage to tiemſelves, without the uſual baits of Honours 
and "Temporal Rewards, without being ſure of any thing 
here, but Perſecution for profeſſing the Name of Chrift : 
what temptation could there be to make Men forgo even 
the innocent ETens of this life, only to diſquiet and 
affict themſelves ? And as no wicked: Man can be well 
preſum'd ro act ſo much againſt his own intereſt as to run 
himſelf upon imminent dangers, only to maintain falſehoods, 
ſo, molt certainly, no good Man can be allow'd to do this, 

and 
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and at the ſame time to bid defiance to Divine Venzeance. 
and to ſport with Damnation, and all the while to get no 
—_ by it, but a miſerable life, and an ignominious 
eath. 


Tf therefore we only confider the Apoſtles as witneſſes 
ofplain matter of Fact, and allow *em to be Men cf Probi- 
ty, Veracity, and Fidelity ; it will be hard ro account for 
the Sceptictim of this age, and to give a ſufficient reaſon, why 
their te{timony ought not to be credited in thole tranſatt- 
ons, that they themfelves were Eye-witneſles of. 


This-fort of reaſoning carries ſo much force with it, that 
it makes the Goſpel a word of Truth highly credible, and' 
gives the Preachers of it as good Credentials, as are uſual- 
ly requiſite amongſt Men to ſupport matters of Fat. 


For what do we require in this caſe, but the knowledge of 
thoſe thingsrelated, and the Veracity of the Witneſles? and 
when for inſtance, there are ſo many Witneiles aſſerting 
with ſo much conſtancy our Lord's Reſurretion, what 
fuller and better aſſurance can we have for the truth 
of any thing, than we have for the reality of this Fact ? 


Nay, if it be true, that'moral certainty admits of degrees, 
why may we not be ſaid ro-be more certain of this particu- 
lar fat, than 'of moſt” of thoſe recorded of Alexander and 
Talins Ceſar, which as yet find credit amongſt the learned 
part of Mankind ? Whoever then has but a moderate rc- 
card for truth, if he will be juſt to himſelf, cannot but 
receive it, when ſufficiently atteſted, and give it ſuch a 
reception as becomes a reaſonable Creature, that can conſi- 
der, compare, and refleft on paſt ations, and weigh the 
true grounds and motives of Credibility. . 


Ard- 
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And however, the reſult of this would be only what :our 
Divines call a Hiſtorical Faith, which ſome make to differ 
gradually, others ſpecifically from that living Faith which 
works by love; yet thus much may be aitirm'd, that not- 
withſtanding the former has-been undervalu'd, -when com- 
paratively conſidered with .the latter, , yet like the foun- 
dation of a building, it is needful to be lay'd, before we 
can proceec| to the Superſtructure : Or in other terms, we 
muſt believe the Apoſtles as true Witneſſes of Fa, and fo 
receive the Goſpel, as a word of, Truth, before we can aſ- 
cribe theſe high Charadters given to it by the holy:Writers, 
as able to make us wil unto Salvation, as able to fave.our 
Souls. 


To receive the Word under this laſt acceptation, 1s to re- 
ceive it as God's Word; firlt propounded, and then wit- 
neſſed by himſelf. For, as Biſhop Pearſon ſays, God does 
rot bear teſtimony to ſomething before doubted of, or call'd 
in / queſtion by Man ; but he is then ſaid to witneſs when he 
dgth propound, and his teſtimony is given by way of Rewvela- 
ion, which is nothing elſe but the delivery of his will to his 
Creatures, | 


Now, as there is nothing more certain than that God Al- 
mighty can make ſuch impreſſions upon the minds of his 
Creatures to {ignifie his Will and Pleaſure to *em, whene- 
ver it ſecms good to his Wiſdom, fo it is no leſs certain that 
he can give ſufficient aflurance, that thoſe impreſſions pro- 
ceed from himſelf; that is, by diſplaying ſome Raysof in- 
finite Knowledge and Power, by foretelling ſomething to 
come, and doing ſomething beyond the compaſs of na- 
tural Cauſes, he can give ſuch indications of his Will, that 
canrot poſſibly be aſcribed to Man as Author, becauſe Man 
of himſelf can neither foretel] what ſhall be hereafter, nor 
go any thing above the compals of Nature. Whart- 
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Whatever Revelation has theſe two Scals joyntly af- 
fx'd toit, viz. the tefimony of Prophecy and Mira- 
cles, muſt as ſurely be true, as God is true, it ſtands 
upon ſuch a firm toundation of Divine Goodneſs and 
Truth, that” all the power of Men or bad Angels can 
no more ſhake it, than they can ditlolve the Univerſe. 
Divine Goodneſs will not let his Creature be deceiv'd, 
and his Truth cannot permit it, when each of theſe 
teſtimonies joyntiy concurr to the manifeſtation of his 
Willand Pl-afure : and conſequently whatever inſtru- 
ments he 1s .pleas'd to make ule oi to declare his Will 
to Men, if they bring theſe Credentials with them, 
ought to be credited as much 1n the delivery of his 


Word, as if he himſelf immediately ſpake to *em from 


Heaven. 


_ Upon this firm Baſis it 15, upon wich the Goſpel of 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt reſts and depends ; for the Con- 
firmatioa of which, we have theſe ſeveral Teſtimo- 
nies ; that what the Apoſtles ſpake, they ſpake not of 
themſelves, but as they were mov'd by the Holy Spirit 
of God. We havethe Teſtimony of the Father, decla- 
ring our Saviour to be -his beloved Sox in whom he was 
well pleaſed, the Atteſtation of his Son, when veiPd in 
our fleſh, anſwering the deſcription given him by the 
Prophets, and fulfilling their Predictions, by working 
Miracles, as were fore-ſignified by them. And tor 1 
farther Confirmation that our Bleited Lord was the Per- 
ſon pointed at in the Prophetical Writings, we ave 
not only a Demonſtration. of exceeding great Power, 
vis. his Reſurrection from the Dead, by which his for- 
mer Sufferings were conſecrated, and himſel! in our Na- 
ture own'd andapprov'd of God ; but rhe ſame Bletled 
Spirit which ſpake by the ns 6 bearing witneſs - 

the 
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the Apoſtles with Signs and. Wonders, and with divers 


Miracles and Gifts, according to.his own Will, . 


So that here we have-not only the bare concurrence. 


of Propheſies and Miracles aſcertaining the truth of the 
Goſpel, but the three -Divine Perſons of the ever Bleffed 


Trinity bearing Record to it, with often repgated Te- 


ftzimonies, that our Lord was the Saviour of the World, 
end that all that. believe in him ſhould not periſh , but 
have everlaſting life. 


Upon theſe Motives of Credibility, we may ſafely af. - 


' frm, that the Goſpel is the very Word of God, able to 
fxve our Souls ; and that our Lord's Apoſtles ated by 


Divine Authority, and received their Commiſhon from - 


Heaven; when they began to publiſh it to the world; 


and with great Power gave Witneſs of our Lord's Re- - 


turrection. 


And fo TI proceed to the other General Head, and : 
tall conſider the Qualification, how.-we are to receive. 


the Word, viz, with meekneſs. 


In treating of which, T ſhall fr ſhew, what this - 
Virtue is. Sesoxaly, how it ſtands in relation to other.- 


things that are thought to reſemble it. Thirdly, how 


very requiſite and neceſſary it isin the preſent ſtate . we .. 


are In. . 


Before I tell you what it is; give me leave: to ob- 
ſerve, that there are ſome Virtues ſo peculiar to the 


Chriſtian Occonomy, that they ſeem appropriated to it, . 


fuch as Faith, Humility and Meeknefs, the two former 
«re not mention'd by Moral Writers, the laſt tho _ 
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' led by *em, yet in a ſenſe different from what the Holy 
Writers {ometimes uſe it in. 


The Moraliſt conſiders Meeknels, chiefly with rela- 
tion to Anger, and keeping, that Paſſion in due bounds, 


whereas in this and fome other places of Scripture, it 


mult be taken in a much larger ſenſe, as implying a rra- 


. Qableneſs and ingenuity of ſpirit, well difpoted ro re- 


cerve the truths -of the Goſpel contained in the Scrip- 
tures, and diſpenſed by the Miniſters of it. Our 'Ble{- 
ed Saviour ſays to his Diſciples, they muſt learn of 
him, who 7s mrek and lowly, 1mplying rhat this was to 
be the firlt Lefſon that was to be learnt in his School; 
and to fignitfie the governableneſs of the Chriſtian 
Spirit, the Good Chriſtian 1s liken'd to Creatures moft 
harmleſs and trrattable, and eaſieſt to be guided ; and 
when our [Lord - makes himſelf the good Shepherd, 
his followers are to be the molt governable of all Crea- 
tures, the good Sheep that hearken to his voice. 


This in a great meaſure 1s inculcated by St. Paz!, 


when he ſays, we mult captivate our underſtandings to 


the Obedience of Faith, and bring in ſabje&tion every 


thought that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of 
Chriſt : which with many other paſſages teach us, 


what kind of Temper and Spirit this is, elpectally 
when we are commanded to lay alide our fond opinzons, 
and conceits, and every thought that exalteth it ſel: 


againſt the knowledge of Chriſt, which hinder us from 


ſubmitting our 1elves to the Government or his 
Laws. | 


In ſhort, it is ſucha good diſpoſition of mind that pre- 
pares and fits Men for the reception of the Goſpel, tor 
C2 which 
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which reaſon St. Peter calls it an ornament of great value in: 
the ſight of God. Irt is alſo ſucha diſpoſition, that may be 
under the influence of Grace, acquired by prudential Mo- 
tives and Conſiderations, ſuch as the: Notions -of God's In- 
finite Power, Juſtice, and Truth ; the prefages of- Conſci- 
ence, that. rewards and punihments mult be diſtribut- 
ted .equally ſome time or other, together with the- na- 
tural intimations of the Souls immortality : theſe I fay, 
with - many. other previous Notions, are in their nature 
apt to make. Men tractable, and ready to- receive the 
Golpel,, when tender'd to em. 


And as this good diſpoſition may: be: acquir'd by theſe 
and the like conſiderations ; for this reaſon, we ought 
to diſtinguiſh 'ir from ſome things that are thought to 

eira relemblanceto it. Firſt, Ttrought to be diſtinguiſhed 
from Nature, which being corrupted and defiled by the 
rſt Tranſgreſſion, is the greatelt Obſtacle and Hin- 
drance or a ready and chearful Obedience. to God's 
Commands. 


Secondly, "This good diſpofition ' and” tractableneſs of 
Spirit ought to be diſtinguiſh'd from what we call good 
Nature, becaule this has a- regard. chiefly to civil Con- 
verſation. betwixt Man and Man, and diſcovers it ſelf ei- 
ther by doing or-receiving good Offices, and that with a 
dere to pleate and oblige others. 


Now, altho this is a very commendable temper, and 
highly to be valu'd in whomſfoever it is to be found; yet 
{trictly ſpeaking the good effefts of it, viz. doing good 
Offices, 1s not the produgt of Nature, but Divine Grace: 
For if good nature 1s left uncultivated, what will it bring 
facth beſides. Weeds and Brambles ?. Unleſs it is —_— 

order'e 
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order'd and dreſt-by a virtuous Education, and atter- © 


wards fenc'd in with good Precepts and Admonitions , 
how is it apt to tranſgreſs the bounds God Almighty 
has fix'd, and to fly out-into all kind 'of Excefſes ? Who 
is ſooner or more calily undone, than: the good - natur'd 
Man? and who are reckoned better natur'd among(t their 
Comrades than thoſe unhappy Men,. ſo undone? The 


g00d-naturd- Man ſeems to: hang 1n an equal poyſe be- 


twixt Virtue and Vice, and in fome meafure may be 


liken'd to ſoftned Wax, which is capable of receiving 


very Beautiful Impreſſions, but the ſame ſoftneſs with- 
out due care and art,. ſhall. no leſs contribute to mon- 
{trous deformities ? 


If the whole maſs of Mankind be tainted and polluted, 
and God's Image defac'd, if the Scriptures have conciu- 
ded all under ſin, conſequently all are fo far forth ill-na- 
tur'd, - and whatever ground there is for this diſtintion 
among our {elves, every . individual nature muſt be 
changed ' and renewed, before we can be partakers of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light ; and as no 


Nature is ſo bad, but-it may be corrected and mend- - 


ed, wf due care and diſcipline be not wanting, . fo 
no natureis ſo good, -but what ſtands in: need of the 
Heavenly DoEtrine to ' be planted .and- engrafted up- 
on it. | | 


Thirdly, This tractable and good Diſpoſition ought to 
be more eſpecially diſtinguiſÞd from a contemptible,mean, 
abjea Spirit, which 1s acharaQer profane Men are wont 
to affix upon this excellent Qualification. 
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*For if the Goſpel be the word. of Truth, able 7 ſave 
ogr foals it can be no diminution to us to believe it, and 
in proportion it can be no diſparagement to be prepa-_ 
red with ſcitable diſpoſitions for the reception - of41t : 
Por if it be found to be true that by believing what God 
has reyeaPd, we not only do juſtice to our ſelves as rea- 
ſonable Creatures, but at the ſame time conſult the: Ho- 
nour and Dignity of our Nature, by receiving ſuch wor- 
thy Notions as, are cvery- way: adapticd to advance Men 
to the liigheit pitchof virtuous attainments; whatever con- 
tequently is 18 order to this, I mean thoſe good diſpoſitions 
that fit the ſoil for the Seed of God's Word, 1o far as 
they contribute to this, adda luſtre to us by ennobling 
Humane Nature, and inſtead of debaſing it, raiſes it toa 
much higher degree of PerfeCtion. 

On the other ſide, he more -properly may 'be ſaid to 
have this mean abject Spirit, who not improving the 
{parks of Reaſon, cannot be wrought upon to honour 
himſelf by ſubmutting to our Redeemer's Laws. ., 


Fourthly, Fhis tractable meek Spirit, ought to be di- 
ftinguiſhed alſo from that mean abje& Spirit that takes 
ſhelter in- an implicit Faith. Implicit Faith I take to be 
nothing leſs than ignorance garmiſh'd and fet of with a” © 
plauſible word, that has no meaning : For it Faith, as a 
great Author ſays, is an aCtual aſſent to ſomething pro- 
pos'd as credible, conſequently when it wants that aCtu- 
al aſſent, it wants the principal ſupport of its being; now 
by the addition of this word Implicit, we are rob'd of 
that main ingredient, that conſtitutes the very Eſſence 
of it, For to ſay a Man beheves as the Church helieves, 
and at the fame time not to be able to ſay what the 
Church believes !n particular, is in the reſult to believe 

nothing. — 
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nothing. Now this, I-fay, is an evidence of a mean 
abject Spirit, as contrary to: the temper of Chrifttanit 
as light is to darkneſs. - For by this we are not only al- - 
lowed, but commanded toſearch and examine the truth - 
of what 1s delivered.”. Our Blefſed Lord- bids us ſearch 
the Scriptures,: and his Apoſtle recommends the ſame - 
diligence, when he fays, we ſhould always be ready to 

ive an anſwer of the reaſon of the hope that is in us. - 
Inſtead of doing this, implicit Faith diſcards all Reaſons - 
and Motives of Credibility, cloſes and ſeals up the eyes 
and lips of- the Votary, and thereby expoſes him to all- 
the fancies and extravaganciesthat Seducers can ſuggeſt - 
to. him. . | 


This ſeems to be one of the unhappy Parents.of thoſe 
groſs practices us'd in the Church of: Rowe, the: Mother 
of that' blind Devotion that defiles their SanQuuaries, by 
eftabliſhing the Worſhip of Images and Dead Men; which - 
are ſuch groſs Impoſtures, that could never have paſs'd 
upon*the world, unleſs the way had been firit daub'd * 
over by the varniſh of Infallibility and Implicit Paith ; - 
unleſs men had been. perſwaded firſt their Leaderscoulg : 
not err, and then. that they were. to-take it upon their 
word, that they had not err'd, thereby ſuperſeeding; the 
pains and trouble of enquiring whether theſe practices 
were conformable to the Standard of our Faieh. - 


_ This indeed, whatever ſhew of meckneſs may be'pre- - 
tended, is far remov'd from the'true Spirit and Genius of 
it, for this is accompanied with care and watchfulneſs, 


that one is not deceiv*d in the great concerns ofSalvation. 


Tf Faith in Chriſt Jeſus as the Way, the Truth; and the - 
Life, if reconciliation and pardon upon Repentance and * 


-( 2 6 s 
the promiſes,and threats of eternal .rewards and; pu- 
.niſhments, are ſuch DoQtrines that are of greateſt. im- 
portauce to Men, and we are. aſſured that according to 
the Tenour of the Goſpel, Men. are. to be damn'd for 
not believing and repenting, theſe conſequently ought to. 
be. explicitly, known, = an order to 1t. ought. to be 
dwelt and inſiſted on by the Miniſters of God's Word, 
and often attended to by every, devour .Squl, | 


 Aﬀeer this 4s done as it ought to be, and the. Prea- 
cher has enfarc'd the. neceſſity .of theſe fundamental 
points, inſtead of reading a Legend on a Saint,. unleſs 
the hearer brings an honeſt and good heart with him, 
and 1s ready and willing to beſtow a due care and ap- 
plication in uſing all the helps afforded for Salvation ; 
our Saviour -in the Parable of the Sower at large, ac- 

uaints us what is like to be the effec of this, either 
Finethia from without. or within, 1hall ' render:[ his 
word. unfacceſsful, as you may find at large 1n the 13. 
of St. Matthew's Goſpel. © WA 99, 244 


'T ptoceed [34ly, to ſhew -how neceſſary this Qualifica- 
tion of meckneſs is to us in the ſtate we are in, and that 
with reference only to the Myſteries of Faith. | 

In relation to which, we cannot but confeſs there 
are many things propos'd to our belief hard to be con- 
ceiv'd, and in this imperfect ftate we are1n, not to be 
fully comprehended. We that ſee but thro' a Glaſs, as 
the Apoſtle ſays, thro*” a Glaſs of fleſh and blood, can 
expect buta glimpſe, a far dittant view, ef what ts hereaf- 
ter to be revealed. There ſeems to be much contain- 
ed in thoſe few words of the Apoſtles, we walk by 
Faith, not by Sight, intimating thereby that Faith has 
its dark fide, fuch a vail thrown over 1t never to be ſec- 
_ parated from it till it terminates in Viſion. | 

Men 
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"Men indeed may Cavil at Myſteries, as one has lately 


done, and tellus, they arenot ſuch when reveaPd, butunlets 
. - " 

they could afſure us of the reaſons of *em,of the Modes and 

- Circumſtances belonging to *em, of their congruity and 

Fitneſs to bring about the great ends delign*d by *em, thy 


mutt ſtill continue Myſteries after they are reveal'd. 


They are not ſo indeed for that very reaſon ; but be-_ 


ſeeming good to Divine Wiſdom, to tell us ſuch tnx, 
are ſo, without letting us into the Reaſons, Modes, ad 


-Circumſtances why and how they are fo, 


Thus to give you one ſignal inſtance, we are aſſured in 


Scripture, that” God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, and 


the ſame Scripture affirms*this to be a great Myſtery : 
And indeed it is ſo, which way ſoever we underſtand 


4t, ' whether according to the Orthodox or Sorinian in- 
terpretation of theſe words ; if according to the Analo- 


oy of Faith we receive *em in the former ſence, it ſeems 


-cauſe after the Revelation we are left in obſcurity, it | 


hard to be conceiv?d how God and Man can ſubſift in 


the fame Perſon ; if according#o the Sociz7ay Gloſs, our 
Saviour was not God, it is much more difficult to be ac- 
counted for, how a meer Man can be made a God, and 
{o-be made capable of that Eſſential Honeur and Wor- 
hip that belongs to the Divine Nature. 


 'Which way foever the Controveriie turns, the My- 
ery of it conti-ues ſtill, and muſt convinue till time 
ſhall be no more, till duſt and aſhes is able to compre- 
hend Infinity, In this caſe whatever aſſiſtance wecrave 
from Reaſon, Reaſon rightly informed will tell us, Firſt, 
"That this is not a matter that, lies properly within her 
Virge and Jurifdiction : She claims a right indeed to 
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judge and determine upon objects of ſenſe, and'to draw 
Conctufions flowing from natural principles, but whe- 
ther the word was. made Fleſh, and took unto. himſelf - 
the Manhood, reſts ſolely upon the Authority of Divine 
Revelation, and cannot be gain-faid by right Reaſon, un-- 
leſs the belief of it involv'd us in a manifeſt Contradiction ; 
But how can that be truly ſaid in the Caie before us: 
For are we able to fathom the depths of Wiſdom, and 
to tell preciſely the. Properties of an infinite Spirit, by 
what Laws it aQts by and direQs its elf, $o as to ſay 
peremptorily this cannot be,? are we ſo well acquainted 
with cach term of the Contradiction, as to make one © 
inconſiſtept with the' other? unleſs this could be done 
the pretended Plea muſt vaniſh and come ro nought 
and this great Myſtery of Faith ought to be accordingly 
underſtood in the Catholick ſenſe, by every-true Member - 
of the Cotholick Church, | 
This is a Caſe, I fay, that does not lie properly before 
the Bar of reaſon ; it is true indeed, 1t reaſon would 
confine her ſelf, within her own diſtrict, and content her 
felf with a ſubordinate power of examining and com- - 
paring Spiritual things with Spiritual ; 1 ſhe would 
but {ſuffer her ſelf to be guided and directed by unerring 
Wiſdom, ſhe might then as a Subſtitute and Vicegerent 
be allowed to enjoy an undiſturb'd Government ; but 
when {he mounts - > Throne and dictates her Laws a= - 
gainft the Laws of Heaven, what havock does ſhe make 
in the Church of God, how does ſhe mangle and cur- 
tail the Holy Writings, and even put plain words to - 
the Torture to confeſs what-they never meant, and that 
only to eſtabliſh a new Set of Opinions either-for gain, 
. popular applauſe, or ſome other worldly end. 'Thus the 
pretended Vicar of Rome ſeats himſelf and carnal reafon 
upon.a Throne, whillt the Scriptures are plac'd n his - 
; OOt= - 
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' foot-ſtool, and put to the vile drudgery of ſupportin: 
his Ambition, Tyranny, and Uſurpation, and then when 
once the infallible Stamp is put upon the Sacred Paper, 
thou art Peter, and feed my Sheep, are made to bear 
| him out, and give him a ſufficient warrant for {o do- 
ing. | 
Thus in like manner bold S-cinrs, Crellins, and the 
reſt of their Fraternity, eraſe the old Foundations, re- 
move the old Landmarks, put ſuch a forc'd :nterpreta- 
tion upon many paſſages of Scripture, that the: Churc! 
. of God never knew nor own'd; they give us in many 
inſtances a new Language without the help of a new 
Grammar or Dictionary : and how comes this about, why 
their reaſon being too nice and delicate to digeſt My- 
ſteries, cannot admit of God's 'Fruth when diſſonant 


from the Principles they haveat firſt eſpouſed ; If the. 


Holy Scriptures will not accord with them they muſt be 
made to do it, they mult be perverted, and thereby 
forc'd to maintain and ſpeak up for *em; and then when 
-it is faid, before Abraham was I am, no more muft be 
meant, but that our Lord was, before this Prophecy was 
fulfilled, the Glory that he had before the world, muſt 
be the Glory he had ſome thouſands of years after ; when 
itis alſo ſaid of him, That he was ix the begining, and all things 
were maze by him, the beginning mult ſignihe the preſent 
time, or at leaſt that time when Johz the Bapriit began his 
Mintiſtery, and then all things that were made by him, 
muſtdenote the diipentation of the Goſpel, tiat now 
' began tobe pub:iſhed to the world. And what 1s this 
but togive us a new Scripture, a n2w Goſpel, a Goſpel 
ſo very much expoſed, that if choſe that debaſe it fo 
much have loſt all modeſty, we muſt beforced to bluſh 
for *em, and for rhat reaſon ſhall hide their deformities 
by throwing a veil over 'em. 


D 2 Thus 
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Thus when Men will be wiſer than God, and ſet up: 


their own fancies in oppoſition to the dictates of Hea: 
ven, when inſtead of Captivating their reaſon and un- 
derſtanding to the obedience of Faith, they raiſe *em 
to ſuch vait heights as turn t2eir heads, how far removed 
are they from that trattableneſs and meeknels of Spirit 
that the Goſpel calls for, requiring a readineſs to believe 
whatever 1s there propoſed, tho'. not alway to be fa- 
thom'd by the ſhort line of Reaſon, not alway to be 
accounted for by the narrow principlesof ſenſe.; we are 
ſometimes required to follow our. Lord thro? intricate 
paths, and obliged to truſt him as our Maſter and Guide 
that will not, that cannot deceive us.. We. muſt trace 
him thro? dark Labyrinths, and ſuffer our ſelves to be 
puzled, to. be baffled by his over-ruling Wiſdom, rather 


than faulter or draw back, after we have liſted our-- 


{elves in his Service. . 


We muſt follow him beyond the'Regions of death 


and with the Eye of Faith behold him as our Judge, a 
merctfull ' as well as upright Judge, that is well ac- 
quainted with humane infirmities, and will therefore be 
ready to make all the favourable allowances for the frail- 
ties of humane nature ; we muſt. behold him according 
to his promiſe, rewarding the obedience of ſincere pe- 
nitents. and in purſuance of his threats, conſigning ob- 


{tinate and- rebellious ſinners to an endleſs duration .of 


'TOLMEnts. . 


And this is a confideration that all being concern'd in 


ought nearly to touch us all, and as every one of us mult - 
be {ſentenced according as we have well or ill demean- 


<Q car ſelves in. this our day of. probation, how ought 
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this to work in us a ready compliance to the terms'of 


his Goſpel according to which we. muſt be judged ar 


the great day. 


In ſhort, with what Meeknefs, Reſignation, and hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion ought we to receive that Word, accord- 
ing to which we areto be acquitted or condemned !' 


And becauſe of our ſelves we are able to do nothing 
of our ſelves without the affiſtance of Divine Grace : Let 


us beſcech God to enable us to do his Will,” that after 
this painful life ended, when the great Judge pronoun- 


ces the final Sentence, &very one of us may be tound at 


his right hand to praiſe and magnifie is 1nfmite mercy. 


to all cternity. - 


- To whom, with the Father and bleſſed Spirit, be aſtrib”d, as 
7s moſt due, all. Honour, Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dc- 
minion, from this time forth, and for ever. Amen. 
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